
AN enterprising group of 
schoolkids have raised more 
than £1,000 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support through a 
cake delivery service.

The team of five pupils at 
Trinity High, in Renfrew, 
had hoped to host a coffee 
morning for school staff but 
were unable to as a result of 
social distancing measures.

Instead, they organised a 
system which saw them deliver 
a box of six different cakes to 
staff, in return for £5 and a 
donation to the charity.

Treats included iced ginger-
bread, tablet ,  chocolate 
brownies and gluten-free 
options.

Caring pupils 
cook up tasty 
cash boost for 
worthy cause

A total of £941 was raised 
by the team from the cake 
delivery day and another two 
weeks of fundraising. Gift aid 
donations took the total 
amount over £1,000.

Angela Reid, head of health 
and wellbeing at Trinity 
High, told The Gazette that 
pupils were very diligent 
when it came to delivering 
the cakes.

She said: “We run a coffee 
morning every year where 
the practical cake class get 
the experience of baking on a 
larger scale but they couldn’t 
do it this year.

“People were still allowed 
to meet in their own staff 
base, socially distancing, so 
we decided to do the delivery 
service.

“ S t udent s  m ade  a nd 

delivered 100 boxes of cakes 
all around the school.

“Coincidentally, it was also 
the International Day of 
Languages, so each box had 
words like ‘delicious’ written 
in Italian and French to tie in 
with that.

“The students on the leader-
ship qualification organised the 
distribution, sponsorship and 
getting the packaging together, 
while the cake class dealt with 
production.

“T hey  then  a l l  came 
together to package every-
thing up and take them 
around the school.”

The team also raised aware-
ness for Macmillan at break 
times over a two-week period by 
staging competitions to guess 

the number of sprinkles on a 
cake and how many sweets 
were in a jar, with pupils paying 
20p to have a go.

Ms Reid  added:  “The 
students worked well together 
and they actually topped our 
previous targets, raising the 
most amount of money ever 
for Macmillan.

“They have definitely set 
the standard for next year’s 
event.”

Macmillan Cancer Support 
provides emotional, physical 
and financial support to those 
affected by the disease, from 
the moment they are diag-
nosed, through their treat-
ment and beyond.

For more details, visit https://
www.macmillan.org.uk.

FUNDRAISING
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Bid to improve disabled access at village station remains on track
RENFREWSHIRE councillors 
have agreed to write to the Scot-
tish Transport Secretary to 
demand the criteria for train 
station upgrades is reviewed as 
part of an ongoing bid to get Loch-
winnoch overhauled.

The village station is understood 
to  be the only one in west 
Renfrewshire which does not have 
full disabled access, as passengers 
with mobility issues can’t disem-
bark there when travelling from 
Glasgow Central.

Councillors who represent the 
area have long campaigned to 
bring the station into line with the 

provisions at the station, as well as 
the lack of access for disabled 
passengers.

Councillor Doig also asked 
members to call on MSPs to urge 
Mr Matheson to nominate Loch-
winnoch for improvements.

During the meeting, Councillor 
Rodden said: “As the station has 
been assessed and considered 
already, rather than repeatedly 
asking for the same in the hope of 
getting a different outcome, this 
amendment proposes we ask the 
cabinet secretary review the crite-
ria under which the station is 
scrutinised and, therefore, put on 

As well as coining in cash, pupils at Trinity High School decorated their face 
coverings to raise awareness of Macmillan Cancer Support

Cakes made by Renfrew schoolkids went down a treat

Cycle boosts 
cancer fight
A JOHNSTONE 
councillor has raised 
hundreds of pounds for 
charity after pedalling his 
way from Spateston to 
Irvine.

Andy Steel powered 
across the Renfrewshire/
North Ayrshire border in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support, clocking up a 
distance of 77km in five-
and-a-half hours.

And the Johnstone 
South and Elderslie 
representative has now 
managed to coin in 
almost £700 for the 
charity.

Donations poured in, 
with Johnstone 
Community Council 
pledging £100.

Macmillan Cancer 
Support is close to 
Councillor Steel’s heart, 
as he saddled up in 
memory of his Uncle 
Irvine, who died from the 
disease a few years ago.

“I found the cycle okay 
on the way there but, on 
the way back, there were 
definitely a few tough 
miles going into the wind 
and uphill,” said the SNP 
man.

“But the motivation 
was there to complete 
the challenge and just 
keep pedalling, 
especially after getting 
so many wonderful 
donations.

“I really enjoyed 
myself and I’d like to say 
thanks to everyone who 
supported me.”

There is still time to 
support Councillor 
Steel’s fundraising 
efforts. Donations can 
be made online at www.
justgiving.com/
fundraising/andy-steel6.

Tribute band 
aim to Shine
TAKE That fans are in 
line for a treat after a top 
tribute act booked a date 
in Renfrewshire.

Expect to hear a string 
of hits such as Back for 
Good, Never Forget, 
Greatest Day, Shine and 
Could it be Magic as 
Rule The World take 
centre stage at The 
Bungalow, in Shuttle 
Street, Paisley, on 
Saturday, February 27.

Hailed as the ultimate 
Take That tribute, the 
show gets underway at 
8pm and tickets cost 
£14.

For more details, 
including how to book 
your place, visit www.
whatsonrenfrewshire.
co.uk.
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likes of Milliken Park and John-
stone but were informed last year 
by the UK Government’s Depart-
ment for Transport it did not meet 
the criteria for an upgrade.

Now, following a debate at a 
virtual meeting of Renfrewshire 
Council, elected members voted to 
write to Transport Secretary 
Michael Matheson to request the 
benchmark is amended.

The idea was put forward by 
Councillor Emma Rodden as an 
amendment to a motion lodged by 
Counci l lor  Andy Doig  that 
demanded Network Rail and 
S c o t R a i l  r e v i e w  p a r k i n g 

the list for consideration. The 
criteria seems to favour larger 
stations and more urban areas and 
does not recognise the realities of 
village life. This is to strengthen 
the motion and give us a better 
chance of getting the job done.”

Councillor Marie McGurk, who 
seconded the amendment, added: 
“The last time this was raised, we 
did do all the correspondence with 
all the ministers and the UK 
Government and the responses we 
got back were about the criteria.

“I think if we ask them to review 
the criteria, we’ve got a better 
chance of getting the job done.”

“The 
students 
worked 
well 
together 
and they 
actually 
topped our 
previous 
targets.” 
- Angela 
Reid


